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Synopsis 
 
Flirting with the conventions of blaxploitation and horror, Bill Gunn’s revolutionary 
independent film Ganja & Hess is a highly stylized and utterly original treatise on sex, 
religion, and African American identity. Duane Jones (Night of the Living Dead) stars as 
anthropologist Hess Green, who is stabbed with an ancient ceremonial dagger by his 
unstable assistant (director Bill Gunn), bestowing upon him the blessing of immortality... 
and the curse of an unquenchable thirst for blood. When the assistant’s beautiful and 
outspoken wife Ganja (Marlene Clark) comes searching for her missing husband, she and 
Hess form an unexpected partnership. Together, they explore just how much power blood 
holds. 

Later recut and released in an inferior version, this edition represents the original release, 
restored by The Museum of Modern Art with support from The Film Foundation, and 
mastered in HD from a 35mm negative. 
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Crew: 
 
Director       Bill Gunn 
Writer                  Bill Gunn 
Director of Photography     James E. Hinton 
Composer      Sam Waymon 
Producers      Chiz Schultz 

Jack Jordan (executive) 
Quentin Kelly (executive) 
Joan Shigekawa (associate) 

Editing       Victor Kanefsky 
Production Design      Tom John 
Costume Design      Scott Barrie 
 
Cast: 
 
Duane Jones      Dr. Hess Green 
Marlene Clark      Ganja Meda 
Bill Gunn      George Meda   
Sam Waymon      Reverand Luther Williams 
Leonard Jackson     Archie 
Candece Tarpley     Girl in Bar 
Richard Harrow     Dinner Guest 
Betty Barney      Singer in Church 
Mabel King      Queen of Myrthia 
Betsy Thurman     Poetess 
Enrico Fales      Dr. Green’s Son 
Tommy Lane      Pimp 
Tara Fields      Woman with Baby 
        
 
 
 

	
	
	
					


